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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE _3 MONTH(S) FROM 

THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136 (a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed after SIX (6) MONTHS from the 
mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period vAW apply and v^ll expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 ) K Responsive to connmunication(s) filed on Apr 9. 2002 . 


2a) K This action is FINAL. • 2b) □ This action is non-final. 

3) □ Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Qu9)V§35 CD. 11; 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) K Claim(s) 1-3 and 6-8 is/are pending in the applica 


4a) Of the above, claim(s) _ 
5)0 Claim(s) 


6)K Claim(s) 1-3 and 6-8 

?)□ Claim(s) 

8)D Claims 


is/are withdrawn from considers 

is/are allowed. 

Is/are rejected. 

is/are objected to. 


^ are subject to restriction and/or election requlrem 


Application Papers 

9) □ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)0 The drawing(s) filed on 


is/are a[JIl accepted or b)n objected to by the Examiner. 


Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

1 1 ) □ The proposed drawing correction filed on is: aP approved b)Ddisapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 

13) D Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-{d) or (f). 
a)n All b) □ Some* c) QMone of: 

1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 


3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
*See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) n Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e). 
a)n The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) D Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 
Attachment(s) 

1) □Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) Qlnterview Summary (PTO-413) Paper No(s). 

2) ClNotice of Draflsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5) QNotice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

3) □information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No{s). 6) Oother: 


U. S. Patent and Trademark Office 

PTO-326(Rev. 04-01) 


Office Action Summary 


Part of Paper No. 8 
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DETAILED ACTION 


Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 


1. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12:" 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the subject 
matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 1-3, and 6-8 are rejected under 35 U.S. C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 1 recites the limitation "said nut" in line 4. There is insufficient antecedent basis for 
this limitation in the claim. 

In claim 6, -the- should be inserted before "nuts' in line 3 and before "electrical connector" in 
line 4 to make it clear that Applicant is referring to the previously recited "nuts" and "electrical 
connector". 

In claim 7, "nuts" in line 4 should read —the nuts- in order to make it clear that Applicant is 
referring to the previously recited "nuts". 

In claim 8, "nuts" in line 8 should read -the nuts- in order to make it clear that Applicant is 
referring to the previously recited "nuts", —an— should also be inserted before "electrical wiring" 
in Hne 1 1 , 
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Allowable Subject Matter 


3. Claims 1-3 and 6-8 would be allowable if rewritten or amended to overcome the 
rejection(s) under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, set forth in this Office action. 

4. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject matter: 
For claim 1, the prior art does not teach a feed head comprising a pressing station 

including a pressing die which is reciprocated transversely to a delivery path under the action of a 
press, wherein means is provided to manually reciprocate the pressing die independently of the 
press, these in combination with the rest of the limitations in the claim. 

For claim 6, the prior art does not teach a feed head having a delivery path along which 
nuts are fed to a pressing station in the feed head, the feed head comprising an electrical 
connector for connecting sensors in the feed head to external components, wherein a delivery tube 
and the electrical connector are integrated, these in combination with the rest of the limitations in 
the claim. 

For claim 7, the prior art does not teach a feed head for installing nuts in a sheet metal 
member feed head comprising a manually rotatable cam, the cam being accessible from another 
end of the feed head distal of a pressing station and manually rotatable by means of a tool 
engageable with the cam by an operator, these in combination with the rest of the limitations in 
the claim. 

For claim 8, the prior art does not teach a feed head comprising a delivery path including 
an inlet end along which nuts are fed from, a first electrical connector positioned on the feed head 
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adjacent the delivery path inlet for outputting signals from a sensor, a delivery tube for delivering 
nuts to the inlet end of the delivery path, wherein the delivery tube outlet end and a second 
electrical connector are integrated for an operator to simultaneously couple the delivery tube 
outlet and the second electrical connector with the delivery path inlet and the first electrical 
connector respectively, these in combination with the rest of the limitations in the claim. 

Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-3 and 6 have been considered but are moot 
in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

6. Applicant's amendment including newly submitted claims necessitated the new ground(s) 
of rejection presented in this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. 
See MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 
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1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, however, 
will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final 


7. Official documents related to the instant application may be submitted to the 
Technology Center 3700 mail center by facsimile at (703) 305-3579/3580. Should 
Applicant desire to submit a DRAFT response to the Examiner by facsimile 
transmission, then Applicant should contact the Examiner at the number below for 
instructions concerning the transmission of DRAFT documents. Applicant is reminded 
to clearly mark any facsimile transmission as "DRAFT" if it is not to be considered as 
an official response. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Examiner 
Essama Omgba at telephone number (703) 305-2915. 


action. 
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